NewTeeVee » Tribler Combines YouTube, BitTorrent, and Last.fm

lof 7

http://newteevee.com/2007/05/22/tribler,

GigaOM Web Worker Daily NewTeeVee GigaOM Jobs Found+Read | About Advertise Sitemap

Homepage

NewTeeVee

CHek to P

Ryan Is Hungry
O views

22 MAY 07

Gorillaon the Loose
125 views
21 MAY 07

Y ouTube comes to the AppleTV

152 views
21 MAY 07

Maker Faire Report

70 views
21 MAY 07

5/23/2007 4:25 PM



NewTeeVee » Tribler Combines YouTube, BitTorrent, and Last.fm

20f7

TR [T e
=

Vimeo / 7 year old kid (me) talking about Apple Ils back in '82
141 views
20 MAY 07

100 Movies, 100 Quotes, 100 Numbers
419 views
19 MAY 07

Recent NewTeeV ee videos
et your own vod:pod

,_-t-=‘h
g N

Written by Janko Roettgers
Posted Tuesday, May 22, 2007 at 2:17 PM PT

http://newteevee.com/2007/05/22/tribler,

Tribler CombinesYouTube, BitTorrent, and

L ast.fm

Ever wondered why the downloads charts of your average Torrent tracker site are so remarkably similar to box
office and DV D sales? Sure, everyone likes Spidey. But the truth is that it’s awfully hard to find niche content
on P2P networks.

The Dutch BitTorrent client Tribler aims to solve this problem with Last.fm-style

personalization. Tribler suggests new media based on your downloading history. Version 4.0 of the client got
released this week. It combines collaborative filters with Y ouTube browsing — features that have caught the

eye of European public broadcasters.

Tribler isajoint research project of the Delft University of Technology and the VU University Amsterdam. It’'s

part of a multi-year research program called |-Share that is exploring “ sharing mechanismsin virtual
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communities.” |-Share received a whopping 6 million Euros (about $8 million) in funding by the Dutch
government. Right now 20 scientists are working on Tribler alone.

Sowhat is all this money spent on? Tribler is essentially a BitTorrent client that can be used for generic Torrent
downloads. At the same time, it uses P2P to discover other clients and exchange metadata about downloaded

files.

Tribler makes use of this data to generate recommendations, pretty much the same way Last.fm does. You
downloaded the same movie as two other people? There's a good chance that you'll also like other downloads
these folks have in common. The longer a client is connected, the more files and usersit is able to discover, and

your recommendations get better with every download as well.

B {rtivey 4011

'rr:-yr-t-t--

- 1
e A
Erackoldmy oo G at 1o o
3 o bk B v
Eratpan. (D
T ittt g Pk v ol b o s e
.01 Pech ey At bl b nat e
et e sadrunrekha . s s bk =m

it Pk Py

Fragm rén e Fa i e

o wimila? Yiap A e

The new version of Tribler also
incorporates Y ouTube. Users can search for Y ouTube clips and watch them with an integrated video viewer.
There’ s no real connection between Y ouTube and the social BitTorrent experience yet. So why integrate

Y ouTube in the first place? Tribler team member Freek Zindel gave me this answer:

“With Tribler we want to enable our users to share and interact with content from any source. In
the near future we plan to open the Peer to Peer transport layer to content that was previously only
available from central servers. Thiswould bring anew level of redundancy, availability and
scalability to user generated content.”

A P2P infrastructure for user-generated content that also helps with content discovery? That combination has
caught the interest of multiple European broadcasters. Tribler is currently gearing up for atest that is going to
involve the video on demand services of Netherlands Public Broadcasting. The team is also in talks with other
European public television networks.

Of course Tribler faces the same problems as every other P2P outlet with deals like this. The reality of file
sharing isn’t always pretty — or even legal, for that matter. Tribler 4.0 still discoverstons of DVD rips,
alongside with porn, warez and TV shows. But it does recommend a fair amount of long tail content, including
some Creative Commons-licensed downloads. Zindel doesn’t seem to be too concerned about these issues,
saying Tribler’'s status as a non-profit organization frees it from “chasing profits.”
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